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Increasing Pet Adoptions ! Saving Lives



This presentation will cover:

• NHS’s countywide 
statistics

• Policies and practices 
that increase adoptions 
and save lives

• Promoting adoptions

Nevada Humane Society Pet Adoptions



Found good, new homes for 
pets

• 4,539 in 2006 
• 8,030 in 2007*
• 8,635 in 2008 

Adoptions increased
2007* 

• 53% for dogs 
• 84% for cats 

2008 
• 9%

2009 (through September)
• 10%

* No-kill initiative launched Feb. 2007

Nevada Humane Society Pet Adoptions



Lives Saved
Decreased animals losing 
their lives in Washoe County 
shelters 
• 2007* 51% 
• 2008  10% 
• 2009   25% (through Sept.)

2,700 fewer dogs and cats lost 
their lives in 2007* than 2006.
* No-kill initiative launched Feb. 2007

Nevada Humane Society Lifesaving Statistics



Countywide Save Rate
2006

• Dogs 83%
• Cats  53%

2007* 
• Dogs 92% 
• Cats  78% 

2008 
• Dogs 90% 
• Cats  83% 

2009 (through September) 
Dogs 90.5% 
Cats  88%

* No-kill initiative launched Feb. 2007

Nevada Humane Society Lifesaving Statistics



Incoming Dog & Cats

Year     Owner     Transfer

2006 5,667        1,303

2007 5,258        3,188

2008 4,809        3,750

2009 + 2% + 10%
(through September)

Nevada Humane Society Incoming Animals



“Opportunities 
multiply as they 

are seized.” 
— Sun Tzu, (400 B.C.)



Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions — Goals

Inspiring Goals



Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions — Goals

Celebrate Victories



Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions — Goals

Showing Appreciation



Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions
Make it Easy to Fall in Love

Welcoming Atmosphere
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Make it Easy to Fall in Love

Encourage Interaction
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Festive Feelings
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Serve and Protect
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Create Success
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Convenient Time 
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Increase Exposure
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Increase Exposure
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Super Adoptions
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Make it Easy to Fall in Love

Positive Impulses 
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Facilitate Bonds
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Encourage Interaction
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Cat Colonies
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Cat Colonies
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Adopt Me
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Make it Easy to Fall in Love

Love and Money



Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions
Make it Easy to Fall in Love

Seniors for Seniors



Special Needs, Special Price

Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions
Make it Easy to Fall in Love
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Make it Easy to Fall in Love

Eliminate Obstacles



Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions
Make it Easy to Fall in Love

User Friendly 



Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions
Make it Easy to Fall in Love

Easy Identification 



Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions
Save the Feral Cats

Barn Cat Adoptions



Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions
Save the Feral Cats

Barn Cat Adoptions

www.barncats.org



Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions
Support Adoption Success

Spot Problems, 
Solve Them



Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions
Get the Word Out and the People In

Aggressive Promotion 
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Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions
Get the Word Out and the People In

Home 4 the Holidays
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Get the Word Out and the People In

Home 4 the 
Holidays
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Home 4 the 
Holidays

1,089 Adoptions during 
5 weeks in 2008



Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions
Challenges as Opportunities

8 hoarding cases 
without killing cats
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Great Orange Cat Rescue: 
54 Cats Adopted



Cold Springs Cats Arrive

Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions
Challenges as Opportunities
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Highlight Individual Pets

Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions
Challenges as Opportunities
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Highlight 
Individual Pets



!" “Won’t you 
look over this cat 
named Clover, 
Who’s been 
overlooked 
before?”  !"
- John Sandler, NHS 
volunteer, inspired by 
tune “I’m Looking Over a 
Four-Leaf Clover”

Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions
Challenges as Opportunities

Highlight Individual Pets



Barn Cat Adoptions



Barn Cat Adoptions



Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions
Someone for Everyone

“Stay 
committed to 

your principles, 
but stay flexible 

in your 
approach.” 

—Tom Robbins



Dramatically Increasing Pet Adoptions
Someone for Everyone

Believe!



Contact Information:

Bonney Brown, Executive Director

775-856-2000 Ext. 319

bbrown@nevadahumanesociety.org

A no-kill shelter creating a no-kill community.




	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66
	Slide Number 67
	Slide Number 68
	Slide Number 69
	Slide Number 70
	Slide Number 71
	Slide Number 72
	Slide Number 73
	Slide Number 74
	Slide Number 75
	Slide Number 76
	Slide Number 77
	Slide Number 78
	Slide Number 79
	Slide Number 80
	Slide Number 81
	Slide Number 82
	Slide Number 83
	Slide Number 84
	Slide Number 85
	Slide Number 86
	Slide Number 87
	Slide Number 88
	Slide Number 89
	Slide Number 90
	Slide Number 91
	Slide Number 92
	Slide Number 93
	Slide Number 94
	Slide Number 95
	Slide Number 96
	Slide Number 97
	Slide Number 98
	Slide Number 99
	Slide Number 100
	Slide Number 101

